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1 ſubmitted to the Public, previous to the other Publications. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


ApDpREss, to line 56. Evil in Man's political State ariſes from Mora 
Euil in his State of Nature 60. Moral Evil produces the exer- 
tion of his Conſcience, implanted in him by Gop: which gives him 
a Knowledge of Good and Evil 74.— Which Knowledge being 
Gop's Bleſſing, peculiar to him alone, becomes the Cure of Moral 
Evil or Pride, (which is his Curſe) and is the natural riſe of Gover 
ment 126. The progreſs of Government, and it's firſt iablich- 
ment in Yirtue endeavoured by the firſt Patriarchs 132.— The 
_ neceſſity of introducing Policy in aid of Virtue: the riſe, from 
thence, of Priefi-craft, Magic, and Idolatry 146.—Of God- 
heads 158,—Heroes, Champions, Miſſionaries 180, —Kzmgs; their 
inſtitution founded in a virtuous, as neceſſitous, choice of the 
People 206, 
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS GEORGE 


PRINCE or WALES. 


— ta. Am... ad 


EPISTLE I. 


AP DST the labours of this buſy ſtate, | 

On which the world's contending empires wait, 
Whilſt your great sI RE attraQts the largeſt ſhare, 

Acts in each part, and makes the whole his care, 

'Tis Youss to ſtudy what by ſenſe you ſee, 

And learn to be as great and good as HE; 

Whilſt, in their ſpring, your thoughts from learning 7 root 
Shoot into ſenſe, and ſhew the promiſed fruit. 


Accept 


Accept, young PRINCE! à doctrine gain'd by years, 


— The little all a hard experience bears 
Man's flate of policy, compoſed of art; 


Where kix ds muſt take a dang'rous, leading part. 


You, who amidſt the teachers of your youth, 
As yet have trod inſtruction's path of truth, 
Will find that path lead to an adverſe world, 
In the ſtrong vortex of men's paſſions whirl'd; 
Where a falſe light on ev'ry action gleams; 
Where moſt is the reverſe to what it ſeems. 


| Truth, falſely charged, abſents the levee- room; 


And lighted merit ſilent ſeeks it's tomb; 
Preendfhrp-and-love in their embrace deceive; 
Prieſts turn from Gop, nor in his word believe. 
Humbly in love I write: The ſubject's rare; 
Nor yet in verſe has hail'd a royal ear. 

Oh! did the pious labours of my pen, 
Howe'er oppoſed, Hhowe'*er condemn'd by men, 
Fix by ſome verſe, within your royal mind, 
One acquiſition uſeful to mankind; 


Well would the whole for one jaſt line be read, 


And labour thro? the ſtudivus mazes tread. 
But how Hall I, Thrunk' to a home retreat, 
Again in crowds preſs with the lordy great, 


20 


In 


© £1 
In the ſimplicity of unform'd rhimes, 
Framed on the maxims of old-faſhion'd times: 
Where no imagined tales the fancy lead 
Thro' fields of danger, or the flow'ry mead, 
To catch the mind, it's paſſions all controul, 
And win the young affections of the ſoul: 
But where a lab*rinth windes, devoid of plan, 
In which ſtill wanders it's projector, man? TER: 
Yet, to judge free, and judgment to apply, 
Verſe, as a clue, ſtill brings remembrance nigh: 
For binding rhimes upon the mem”ry cloſe, 
And bolder ſpeak than the moſt courtly proſe. 
Proſe can't ſo rapidly it's, meaning fix, 
That without meaſure runs, and too prolix; 


Nor can ſo ſtrong revive a ſentence paſt: 
—Still on the mind the mu/e's footſteps laſt. 


O BRITAIx's Genus you're each poet's friend 
You I will truſt this off ring to commend: | SP 
To you I dedicate the fane I raiſe, 

You light the fires-which on it's altars blaze; 
Whoſe oracle to your aſpiring ſons, f 
80 long as time with this their empire runs, 
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Shall, 
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(6%) - 
Shall, like the S./ leaf, direct their fame, 
And to the poet's join the Sd name. 


FROM what firſt cauſe, of man's politic ſtate 


Shall we the many imperfections rate? 
Say firſt the cauſe, whence moral evil came: 


Moral and civil evil are the ſame. 


Man in unconſcious virtue twas believed 
Needleſs of law, and therefore lawleſs lived: 

If ſuch his virtue may be deem'd ree- uu, 
Which was at firſt but gnorance of ill. 

Knowledge came forth, when moral ill was born, 
The beauteous bloſſom on the evil thorn. 
HEAv'N raiſed the plan, by giving conſcious ſenſe, 
The cloſe attendant following offence. 

When the firſt blood was by a * brother ſpilt, 
The murd'rer's trembling heart co ſs'd a guilt. 
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Man to himſelf his crimes the firſt betrays; 
And, lectured from within, his fears obeys, 
There HEAV'N, ſupreme, maintains it's higher part: 


Conſcience! the native knowledge of the heart. 


To ev'ry poiſon, nice obſervers note, 
Wiſe nature gives ſome neighb'ring antidote. 
This, in all noxious plants, the reptile race, 
And inſeQ-tribes, a ruling truth takes place; 
Which made the firſt phi/o/ophers aſſign 
An evil genius and a pow'r divine; 80. 
That all creation the two pow'rs confeſs'd; 
Curſt by the one, or by the other 5/eſt. 
Man lived in innocence: Sin gave the blow; 
And the ſweet ſtreams of &now/edge guſhing flow. 
—So Mos Es in the deſert ſtruck the rock, 
And the parch'd nations to it's waters flock. — 
MaN's in and curſe is pride; yet conſcience ſtill 
Oppoſes pride, and leaves him to free-w1ll. 
Herein he walks above the brute; whoſe mind 
Within direction moves, kind after kind 90 
Nor conſcience knows; that intercourſe with Ht av'n! 
Converſe with Gop f! To man His bleffing giv'n! 
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+ Conſcience, gua/i, con- ſcience, or the knowledge contemporary with our own 
exiſtence. 


And 


(0 1}. 

And here, all learn'd mythologi}ts agree, 

The doctrine ſhoots forth of tempration”s tree, 

In making moral knowledge firſt ariſe 

From woman, as the firſt by /n made wiſe. 

But mark the line—tor the diſtinction's nice 

It was the act of /n betray'd to vice: 

Knowledge of evil in itſelf was good, . 

The antidote to vice, thus underſtood: _ 9355 oo 
For evil it's firſt curſe of poiſon gave | 

In large degree; but man, his ſtate to ſave, 

Thus to Vree-will aſſign'd, his road can doubt, 

And work, by #nowledge, HEAv*N's great bleſſing out. 

Knowledge is reaſon uſed, whereby to chuſe 

A moral good, or moral ill refuſe. 

Sin on the choice of evil ſtill attends, 

And death on /in; but virtue HEAv'N aſcends : 

It calls on Hz av'n, and HEAv'N aſſiſts it's call, 

Fights on it's fide, and lifts it if it fall. Ee 110 
Conſcience, HEAV'N'S miniſter! whoſe fights maintain 

The ſenſe of good, and fix religion's reign. 

HxAv'N's road is by this clue of &nowledge found; 

Where evil creeps a ſerpent on the ground: 

Religions ſteps to /ife immortal tread, 

And in their paſſage cruſh the ſerpen?'s head. 

Thus 
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Thus moral ill the abler pow'r creates, 
Pefore whoſe vengeance, wounded, ſhe retreats, 


Parent of virtues! conſcience, born of /n, 
Shines in mankind, to each a /ight within; 
To all a gt, to ſome a private grace; 
Exalting ſome, but bleſſing all the race. 
Man without this had ranged, as higheſt brute, 
His joyleſs fields, and lived on mortal fruit. 
This, ſtill the balance to his active mind, 
Corrects his manners, and informs his kind. 


The few, who felt chis inward grace their guide, 
Strove to ſubdue the ret to virtues fide, 
And, at the entrance of the tent or gate, 
As patriarchs ſat in venerable ſtate, 
Teaching at break of morn or ev'ning's cloſe, 
Her moral truths, as on the mind they roſe; 
But found thoſe truths too weak to rule the crowd, 
Headſtrong in paſſions, and of notions proud. 
They ſaw, on fear the change was to be wrought: 
Thus man, too ſtrong to be out-run, was caught. 
For knowledge call'd on art to lend her aid: 
Hence prieſts aroſe, and ſuperſtition's trade. 
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With high ſucceſs ſhe run her myſtie rounds; 
And horrid magic walk'd prophetic grounds; 
Idolatry took grave religion's face, 

And ſtood a lifeleſs nage in it's place; 


Impoſture then uſurp'd tyrannic rule, 


And man, to be obedient, grew a fool; 
Prieſts ſeiz'd on pow'r, religion grew a rod, 
And in it's bloody vi&ims mock'd it's Gop. 


Man, grown debaſed, yet gratefully gave birth 
To godbeads, for high deeds perform'd on earth. 
To ſuch, as yoked the grazers of the plain, 

Or taught to prune the vine and ſow the grain, 

Or who, in nature's philoſophic ſchools, 

Letter'd the mind to number's uſeful rules, 

Or *gainſt oppreſſion led the injured crowd, 

Or great in conqueſt humbled low the proud. 

To theſe th* indebted race new honours paid, 

And, when the hero died, adored his ſhade. 

Thus heav'n grew peopled from the earth with gods; 
Joves arm'd with thunders, Mercuries with rods. 


But reaſon mourn'd, and in her heart rebell'd. 


Then Champions roſe, and earth's huge monſters fell'd : 
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Dragons were ſlain, the types of vice deform'd! 
Giants o'ercome, enchanted caſtles ſtorm'd. 
Others, thence grown adventurers for fame, 
To more than mortal honours laid a claim; 


Superior fprung above believing crowds, 


And made divine acquaintance—in the clouds. 

Commiſſion'd there, with pow'rs inſpired, they led 

Their wand”ring tribes thro' oceans green and red. 

The people them, as HEAv'N's command, obey'd, 
Divinely fought, and now as boldly pray'd. 170 

Inſbired? Why yes. For they who virtue teach, 

Firſt feel, within, the leſſon which they preach. 

And as we all allow, the human mind 

A gift imparted of celeſtial kind, 

Virtue's the ſpark divine, that ſhines within, 

And lights HEAv'N's Champions *gainſt the realms of /in. 

Juſtly thoſe leaders veneration claim'd 

For works of virtue, which were miſſians named: 


ü 1 For where the pious charge of man is giv'n; 

A There act the high Commiſſioners of HEav'N x. 180 
1 The people taught reſpect to virtue's ſway, 
3 Soon felt a filial fondneſs to obey : 
9 i; Dis proximus babetur, per quem deorum majeſtas vindicata eſt, Jvsr. 


(181 ) | 
For when, from ſenſe they ſaw thoſe ſacred lights, 
Which ſhone expreſſive of their common'rights, 
In a collected force of reaſon beam 
I's influence on them of pow'r ſupreme, 
Neceſſity on virtue placed a crown, 
To raiſe ſome good, or pull ſome euil down; 
Whether ſelf-raiſed, in :mpo/etion*s age, 
To break th? enchantments of ſome conj'ring ſage; 
Or choſen by themſelves to take command, 
Defend taeir own, or gain ſome better land 
And as their pow'r return'd, the gen'ral voice 
Still fix*d on virtue each ſucceeding choice. 
And here the people raiſe on HRAv'N a claim, 
To be immortal in their race and name. 
For virtues, like the years with ſeaſons fill'd, 
Returning Mill, a life immortal yield; 
But vice, the ſudden tempeſts of ill por, 
Blaſts a whole people in one furious hour, 


In which their race, like fruits unripe, decay; 


Their greatneſs, name, and country paſs away. 

Kings then ſtept forth, and took the lead of law. 
Law follows r:ght, which gains a pow'r to awe.— 
Courage firſt claim'd command: command was giv'n; 
And the &:ng's word went forth the law of Heav'N. 


Ex p of the FIRST EPISTLE. 
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SECOND. 


THE 


„ 


EPISTLE 


THE ARGUMENT. 


All Things obey ſome Rule impoſed by Gop 14. But Man, left to 
Free- will, walks alone under Reaſon, his only Guide 18.— In Po- 
licy he is alike uninformed, tho' all other Creatures act under ſome 
general Law 34. Reaſon a more uncertain Light than Inſtinct 46. 
To run by Nature, his ſafeſt Guide 48.—All ſocial Creatures 
ſeem to ſubmit to an arbitrary Rule 64 From whence it is infered, 
that a kingly Authority is the moſt natural Government 66. From 
Kings; Nobles aroſe 74.—Councils 76.— The exerciſe of Virtue 
the Golden Age 84.—Ambition the bane of Government, and riſe 
of Uſurpers and Tyrants 94.—The fatality of their Wars and Con- 
queſts 104.—Ariſtocracy 114.— edition the riſe of Freedom 120. 
Democracy 124.—Commonwealths 13 2.— Reflections on Ci- 
vil Wars 150.—On the Folly and Impiety of Man 174.— The oc- 
caſion of which is Pride, his original Curſe 190. No other Crea- 
ture under the like Curſe 204.—The cauſe of Diſſentions and Evils 
in his political State 220.—Nature has formed all her ſeveral Crea- 
tures and their States of Policy for the Choice of Man, and leaves 
him to Free-will, in which Free-choice is his Superiority 226.— 
Man exerts his Pride only in his political States 234.—And when 
his Pride is checked, returns to Nature 248. 
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HEN Gop firſt ſaid “ et nature be, he ſaw 
' His work was good: his bleſſing gave it /aw. 
His thought direction was, his breath the ſoul _ 
That firſt inform'd and ftill preſerves the whole: 
Unerring from the rule he firſt impreſs'd, 

From the den'd lion to the dormouſe neſt, 

From the bold eagle, that aſſails the ſky, 

To the houſed ſparrow, or the noon-day fly, 

From the ſpread cedars, that the foreſts ſhade, 

To the bow'd reed beneath, or graſſy blade, 
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From the freſh fountaia's and old ocean's bed, 

To the pearl d dew-drop on the cobweb's thread, 

From the broad beams, that thro' the planets blaze, 

To the blue fire, which on the vapour plays. 

All things the rule of Gop obey; but man 

Walks by himſelf, above a ruling plan: 

Left to free-will, with reaſen's lamp his guide, 

Tolight him thro' the darken'd ſhades of pride. 

Alike in policy—Otf all that build 

The hive, the cell, the neſt, or range the field; 20 

Where thoſe in deſpotiſm's laws contend, 

Or theſe in martial lines the ſkies aſcend; 

Where ſome exert a patriotic zeal, 

And act induſtrious in the common-weal; 

Others conſent to a parental fway, 

And age with filial piety ſurvey; 

While ſome a more retired dominion prove, 

Ruled by the dictates of unerring love 

Each, in their ſev'ral ſyſtems fitly wiſe, 

Maintain their ſtations in the earth or ſkies. 46 30 

Man views the whole, and each by turns admires; 

But doubts the policy his pride requires. 

Prey to himſelf, ſtill planning his defence, 

He ſtands expoſed in his ſuperior enge. 5 
| Reaſon 


(Pr) 
Reaſon and inſtinct to one purpoſe tend: 
The one a gift, the other comes a friend. 
Man with a lordly pride, above the gifts 
Of in/tinf, reaſon's brighter lanthorn lifts. 
His pride is juſt, did he ſupport that pride, 
And follow ſafe, not run before his guide, 
Their /zghts the ſame to equal uſes burn; 
But diff rently to each the lanthorns turn: 


This dark to them, they view but where it ſhines: 


Led by it's rays they ſee, as it divines. 
Man with miſtruſt looks full upon the light, 
And in it's brighter ſplendor dims his fight, 


Reaſon by nature's ſide ſtill ſafeſt runs, 
And thus the croſſing paths of error ſhuns. 
O'er all her creatures—as we trace her ſchool 
She ſeems to give ſome arbitrary rule. 


Behold the bull, the lord of all the plain! 


Who ſhall diſpute his ſov rain right of reignn? 


View the domeſtic maſter of the rooft ! 
What lord a pow'r does more deſpotic/boaſt? 
With what command, that ſets all ſtrife aſide, 
Does he in controverſy's cauſe decide! 
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See the deer-kind !—Oft as returning ſpring 
Invokes the herd to chuſe the ſeaſon's king, 

The ſtrongeſt walks the temporary lord: + 

To him the reſt ſubmiſſive all accord; 

Of the bird-race, who fly to various lands, .) 
One leads the way, one the whole flock commands. 
The bees, thoſe great freeholders of their hive, 

In loyalty with each in battle ſtrive. n i 
From hence this gen'ral argument we bring, 

« Nature in all her fates proclaims a King.“ 


Kings on their thrones, ſome make their dread command 


Go forth the leading charters of the land; 

Others, more wiſe, of ſages'counſel aſk; 

And with them ſharing empire's arduous taſk; 

The good, the wiſe, the juſt, the brave invite 

To honour's ranks ; where merit claims a right. 
Hence nobles ſprung: Virtue was honour's teſt; 

The real enſign of the noble breaſt! 

And hence wiſe councils ſat. | No love of gold 

The people's intereſts or their honours ſold. 
Happy they lived; redreſt, when they complain'd; 
Juſtice the throne, on which ſage judgment reign'd; 
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The Eing ſtill choſen the next virtuous ſage; 


Their years, as many, mark'd the golden age. 
For yet the people no oppreſſion fear'd; 

Nor yet had freedom in complaints appear'd: 
For whilſt their 4:ngs made rules of virtue law; 
The people ſtill of virtue kept in awe. 


When mad ambition led their kings from home, 
Then ev'ry kingdom grew a nation's tomb, 
Falſe emulation daring rivals fired, 
And merit ſanction'd what deſign inſpired. 
Soon as the /ov*reign pow'r a rival knew, 
Fear made it cruel, and the tyrant grew. 
With luſt of ſway the next uſurper burn'd, 
Merit the plea, and then a tyrant turn'd. 
In turn, each tyrant merit's victim fell; 


Another reign'd, and others ſtill rebel. 


Unhappy, lawleſs ſons of tyrant po'r! 
The parent does it's monſter-brood devour !— 


Whoſe conqueſts wade thro* kindred blood to ſway, 


W hoſe reign is danger, and whoſe friends betray ! 
How have ye mark'd your ſhorten'd tracts of time 
With murders, rapine, cruelty, and crime! 
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How blind to ev'ry int'reft of. manktnd, 
To your own fame, your happineſs, how blind, 
Have you deceived the truſt the Sropir gave; 
Invading rights, which duty ought to ſave 


When equal pow'rs, from merit's rival claims, 
Exerted virtues—vices in extreams— 
Which tore the ſov'reiguty to ſep'rate parts, 
A fate without a head, with many hearts 
Then tyrants fell; ariftocracy reign'd; 


Laws were contrived; but ſtill the fate complain d: 


The ſenate proud in ſplendid purple ſhone, 
An hundred tyrants in the place of ane. 
Envy, miſtruſt, ambition parties led; 

And as the princes raged, the people bled *, 


The evil work'd it's cure. 


The injured crowd 
Seiz'd a good hour, and dared complain aloud. 
Sedition roſe, and brandiſh'd high her ſword, 
Which gleam'd it's tertors on the council=board. 
The act was freedom: Nature's firſt great boon! 
Tho? often loſt, yet ſtill as often won! 


110 


120 


——_—_— CTY . rr 
* —” * — « 


— — 


— 
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Democracy then reign'd: An embrio pow'r} 

A barque at ſea, without or ſail or oar! 

Mere anarchy! with but the name of rule! 

A meaſure ſtill o' erflowing, never full! 

And now the common claſs, who felt their weight 
Of numbers pond'rate in the ſcale of tate, 
Whatever pow'r their ſhare of rule reſtrain'd, 


With bold reſolve that ſhare, their right, maintain'd. 


Freedom at large run, like returning health, 

To it's firſt ſource, and form'd the common=-wealth. 
Nobles and Commons join'd in equal might 

To poiſe the fate, and fix each other's right. 

But equal pov re ſtill for the ſway: contend, 

No umpire fixt, no intermediate friend; 

And fiercer for pre- eminence's ſeat, 

Than for the ſafety of the whole, debate. 
Like two black clouds, by adverſe tempeſts driven 
From diff'rent quarters of a louring heav'n, 

That meeting claſh, and mutual heat impart, 

Till, mixing rage, their gather'd lightnings dart; 
Nobles and Commons, each opppoling, ſtood: 


Thund'ring they break, and deluge earth with blood. 


Their wars in future feuds involve their race: 


The brands by Furies thrown! that earth deface: 
G 
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Where human carnages beltrew the plains; . 


And rivers bluſh with murder's mixing ſtains. - 


Friends of one city fall on either ſide; 
Whoſe deaths in vain upbraid ſurviving pride; 
Divided brothers in one death are join d:. 
The epidemic madneſs of gs: 1 


Man mad indeed! as if Ruck bünd by fate, 10 


His folly not to ſee, or ſee too late! 

The brutal race, who inſtinct's pow'rs ober. 
On their peculiar ſpecies never prey: 

To whate'er ſtate of policy aſſign'd, 


Whoe'er their foes, they ſtill preſerve their kind. 
Wolves hunt with wolves their prey or enemy; 


But with themſelves ſtil ſociably agree. 
They ſafer act by a directed mind; . 
The evi/'s only mark'd on buman-kind. 
Man runs ftill farther into folly's crime: 
He fights again the feuds of former time, 


Bleeds in falſe honour's field for others fame, 


And dies a vain enthuſiaſt for a name. £9 
He goes ſtill farther: He his ſtate diſlikes, - .. 
Accuſes Gop, and his own boſom ftrikes. 
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ll creatures elſe, by pain, age, want annoy d, 
The pois'nous herb, or deadly weed avoid. 
Man, amidſt plenty bleſt, the poiſon drinks, 

Falls on his ſword, and from his being ſinks. 

Oh! did he end it here! The brutal race 

Can die but once, nor know another place. 

Man leaps the gulph upon a diſtant ſhore, 

Ere he his footing in the realm explore. 


But why this phrenzy in the Suman-race? 


Shall dumb-tongued #:fin thus take regſon's place: 


*Tis pride that curſe of : buman-hind! "Tis pride 


Makes man a foe to man, and Gop deride. 

Pride lifts man off his ground! He aims to fly; 
But falls a ruin from his piQtured ſky. 

Pride creates envy. Envy foſters hate. 

Hence factions riſe, and all the feuds of ſtate. 
Deceit and fraud mans native ſoul debaſe; 
Murder and rapine cut down half his race. 
Pride takes ambition*s name, and leads the train 
Of ills, that vice ſtill furniſhes—an vain! 

In vain, to gain the falſe pretended ends 

Of happineſs! For man and vice—falſe friends! 
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Betray each other; till ilt-treated pri. 
Nature's aſſaſſin, acts the ſuicide. | Fad 


No being but man, has felt that cane of hell, 
Pride! that makes man againſt his'Gop rebel, 
Plots ſtill againſt his happy peace of mind; 
Wounds firſt himſelf, then ſtabs at buman-tind. 
The hcuſhold dog is to his maſter true,; 
Whether he ſtruts a Turk, or ſneaks a Jew. 

The horſe, in ſilk or hempen taſſels gay, 


Now draws a mayor's ſtate- coach, and now his dray; 


Nor feels the diff*rences of trade or ſtate, 
Except the diff'rence of his lordſhip's weight. 
Pride bids the bearer nature's road forſake: 
Man is the only fool that pride can make. 


Tis pride that breaks in fates the ſocial tie, 
Betrays a ſenate now, now cogs a die: 
For pride ſtill poor, in wiſh of greatneſs vain!— 
Leads ragged av'rice in it's ſplendid train; | 
And as it goes, it rears it's head to climb: 
All head and creſt it is, without a limb! 
The emblem'd ſerpent, riſing to a ſpire, 
Whoſe bite is venom; and whoſe breath is fire! 


Pride 
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Pride at ſuperiors flies: The love of pow't 
Breaks ev'ry bound, and leaps each danger o'er. 
Thus on v/urpers ſtill u/urpers trod; 
And tyrants ſtill from tyrants ſnatch'd the rod. 
Nor pride a rival brooks: Patrician heat 
Firſt drove the common right of free debate 
From Rome's great ſenate. Hence the mighty jar 
That fill'd the intereſted worn with war. 


Nature, firſt giver of all gen'ral laws! 
Acts ever wiſe, tho' ſhe ſecretes the cauſe; 220 
Submits her creatures and their fates to man, : 247 
To draw out for himſelf one perfect plan, 
From all theſe gifts his rea/6# rules to take, 
Purſue th' apparent good, the IV forſake. 240 as OLE. 
For was he perfect, he could have no choice. 0 0b VO, 
Without which, regſen' had been inſtin#'s voices, © 


Man therefore ſins, when nature he deſerts. 
In nature's ſtates, pride no vain ſchemes exerts: 
Within her peaceful fields he fates his wants, | 
Nor after ſtates unknown, nor greatneſs pants? 230 
In fields of policy alone, he ſcans 


His vaſt deſigns and race- deſtroying plans, 
H Makes 
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Makes his own wants, thoſe wants to gratify; 
And rather than live ſecond, firt will die. 


Revert to nature then, O man of fin! 
Each, who intends, ſtill parleys to begin: 


But moſt defer the change; till pride has learn d 


To taſte the bitters in the bread it earn'd; 

Till diſappointments, in it's mad career, 
* . * 

Have overturn'd the furious chariteer : 


She then at laſt prevails. When ſtang with care, 
Daſh'd from his hopes, deſerted to deſpair; . | 


When ſhame, diſgrace, contempt, or public hate, 
— Thoſe phyſics kind, adminiſter'd by fate! 


Have wrought his cure, and to himſelf expoſed 


_ His folly, ere the laſt ſad act has cloſed: _ 
How does he wiſh to cool his burning pain 
In nature's ſcenes, and ſeek her ſhades again! 


Exp of the SECOND EPISTLE. - 
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Man muſt revert to Nature for his Rules in Policy, as well as in Mo- 


ral Life 2.— The firſt Senate 24.—From whence Reaſon ſees the 

Neceſſity of introducing the Commons to a Share of their own 
Government 3o—And learns Three States in the natural Po- 
licy of Man, iz. King, Nobles and Plebeans 36.— The Conſti- 
tution of Britain therefore is the neareſt to Perfection 56. -The 
King being the executive Pow'r 72.— The Nobles the more im- 
mediate Guardians of the Laws 94.—The Commons of the 
Public Freedom: which Three States make the Legiſlative Body 
of the whole 100.—Whereby Liberty is ſecured 108.—Kings have 
a Fourth Power above the Laws of the State, viz. Prerogative 144. 
—The People alſo have a like Power 166.—The King's Preroga- 
tive abroad not always accountable to the People 206.—Virtue the 
great Guard of the Prerogative 218. 
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O nature we revert. From nature's ſource 
Man runs his politic as moral courſe. 


View his firſt fenate—Nature's ſimple ſcene! 
Tumultuous people, crouding on a plain; 
The /ages grave in ſilver hair array'd; 


The ing ſerene; the people undiſmay'd; 


Order endeav'ring Honour place to take, 

And looſe-robed eloguence half roſe to ſpeak: 
But murm'ring d:/content, ſtill rude and loud, 
O'er-rules, as winds the ſea, the waving crowd. 


I 


IO 
A bold 
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A bold plebean voice from out the throng _ 
Breaks into ſpeech to urge ſome public wrong: 
The gen ral voice ſupports the common cauſe, 
Complains, but points to ſalutary laws, 

The evil and redreſs when equal ſhewn, 

The graver elders, council of the throne, 

Thro' the deep traverſed paths of judgment, bring 

The cauſe to candour's view, before the 4mg. 

His laſt conſent the whole ſupremely draws 

To a fix'd point, from whence emerge the /aws. 20 
Jove, as he paſs'd his edits, ſhook his thronc: 

A monarch's a&s thus fix or looſe his own. 

Kings and their people, one concern, are one; 

As the nerved hand and mind in action join. 


Here reaſon ſays, the commons of a ſtate 
Are they who bear their &ing's and country's weight, 
And ought in the apparent guidance ſhare; "hn 
As they beſt know to place the weight they bear. 
She tells the ſecret of the civil ſchool; 
«© None ſerve fo well, as they who think they rule. 30 
Tis true. The ſecret lies, with proper choice Ah 
To introduce in pow'r the common voice; 


Whilſt, 
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Whilſt, as a counter- ſway, patrician right 53 
An equal ſeems on a ſuperior height. 
Which 4 for two oft in one right contend 4 
Joining a third make all the three a friend. 


BRITAIN, thrice happy iſle! enjoys alone 
Theſe ſtates of policy, of three in one! 
In early time begun, to vigour grown, 
And to poſterity ſtill running down: | | 40 
For whilſt the ſtream runs free from virtue's head, 
Nor, ruffled, ſtirs corruption in it's bed, 
The ſalutary wave ſuch health inſures, 
The ftate in vigour to all time endures. 


Call'd by her king, in ſelf-dependant ftate, 
Her triple-headed /enate takes it's ſeat. 
KINGS, LoRDs and COMMONS; * freedom, laws, and pow'r: 
The works of ages, guardians of this hour! | 
From each the reſt exiſtence take and lend: 
Like moiſture, air, and fire, they mutual blend, if 50 
In one great vote, for ſome important cauſe: 
Theſe life produce, and thoſe produce the las. 


— — — 8 — _— 
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The KING, power. The LORDS, the laws. The commons, freedom. 


This 


„ 
This nice exertion of each leading part 
Plays back the life-blood to the natian' heart. 
Freedom, it's ſoul, the grand machine inſpires; 
Which, great in action, emulates it's ves. 


The KING is pow'r; nor does he act from choice: 
Each under- agent is his hand or voice. x 
Een the aged judge, in regal ermine dreſt, 
Speaks by the rigid rule of la, expreſt 
In deep envelop'd rolls of rubric page, 
Or proved the venerable tracts of age r: 
For did his judgment dare exceed that line, 
Or e' en for juſtice ſake from law decline, 
Twould, as where mounds their deep foundations yield, 
Diſtort, like war, what fenſe and order build, 
As officers of law, &4:ngs proudly wear 
Her ſwords of jaſtice, dignified by fear. 
Their ſwords of ſtate are emblems: of the /aws ; 
That when they ſtrike, they ſtrike in viriwe's cauſe: 
A.truſt the people placed within their hands, 
To rule their own, and awe all other lands. 


Sh. tt. Attn. — 
— 


70 


© & 1 * 4 Do bo nt 
dt th ie dt a ar. no tn th OY PO I "I IO OO OO "I — — 


Dd 
— — — K 
* 


I + Cuſtoms. 


6 


Kings firſt aroſe man's vices to reſtrain: 
The /aws in aid of #zngs contrived the chain. 
Law is true government, all crimes it binds, 
And real freedom gives to virtuous minds. 
Like HEav'N's great lamp, when firſt it beam'd it's birth 
To light the dark inhabitants of earth; 
Light! which their various walks of life direQs; 
Warmth! which from cold inclemencies protects; 30 
BRITANNIA's Ia riſe from the deep debates | 
Of her own choſen, 7hrice united flates, 
To bleſs her ſons, ſpread o'er a captive world; 
Where commerce flies with all her fails unfurl'd; 
Or conqueſt's enſigns wave in freedom's cauſe, 
And to the ſubject nations ſhare their laws. 
To guard thoſe /aws—ſo great th important charge, 
Juſtly in laſt appeals to judge at large !— 
Her NOBLEs fit in judgment's higheſt ſeat, 
And fix her las, firm as the words of fate. 1 — 
Happy the land! whoſe NOBLES plead the cauſe 
Of juſtice, and confirm it's ſenate's laws ! 
Beneath ſuch influence placed, her ſons from thence 
Are held the providential ſons of ſenſe. 


Laſt of her fates her cCoMMoNs, firm combined 
To guard her freedom, with the reſt are join'd, 
| 7. To 
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To aid her /aws, her various treaſures ope, 
And give improvement's genius freedom's ſcope; 
To build her fleets, her martial arms maintain, 
And bid their 4ing a mighty monarch reign. 


Within this circle of united pow'r, 
Riſes a fortreſs, ſor reignty's high tow'r: 
Where Ling and liberty in free reſort 
Together reign, togehter keep their court, 
Grave wiſdom near them in high office ſtands; 
Tuſtice attends, and heads her purple bands. 
Th' imparted joys of rule they mutual ſhare: 
The people, as their ſons, their common care. 


But Eings aſſume, beyond this legal truſt, 
In their own rights, a pow'r till more than juſt: 
When the condemn'd to mercy kneel in pray, 
And weeping ju/t:ce aſks the /aws to ſpare; 


For laws, like med'cines, by their ſtrength may fail, 


Whoſe virtues oft too forcibly prevail— — 
Struck with the naked ſtory of deſparr, 

Kings after ſentence can th' offence re-hear, 
Looſe ſad contrition's chains, for ſorrow feel, 
And ſtop the wife or virgin, ere they kneel. 


E'en 


( 99) 
E'en mercy's eye with eagle-ſight may ſtoop 
Into the cell unviſited by hope: 


There feeling manhood's breaſt-conflicting calls, 
Stop the ſharp'd axe, before in death it falls. 


Thus a new pow'r, prerogative of kings, 
Comes beauteous forth, and with embracing wings 
Shelters from danger the imperil'd fate, 

In times of tempeſt and extremes of heat. 

In theſe, when the high exigence of things 
Calls for the active energy of Linge, 
Prerogative with bold reſolve proceeds 

To lead it's loyal bands to vent'rous deeds, 
Dependant upon ſpeed; and Jeaves the /aws 
To juſtify the action from the cauſe. 
Nor, once alarm'd, ſhould /berty complain 
Of an infringement on her ſhare of reign : 
For 'tis, in her defence, a well-timed ſtand; 
Where, to attend the /aw's inform'd command 
Were timorous and flow; and, danger near, 
She, ſelf-betray d, might tumble from her ſphere: 
The huſband's right, for both their ſafety's ſake, 
To act alone, where the ſtate's pow'r is weak! 
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Thus, in all plots againſt the gen ral fate, 
Prerogative, thro' need, grows high and great; 
Detects the treaſon, atid arreſts it's flaves;.' - | 
Or high in air the royal ſtandard Waves. 


Nor danger gives this right to Ang alone; 
A like ſelf-ruling pow'r the peopie own: : 
They, active in the general alarm | 
Run before law, nor wait command to arm; 
Oppoſe invaſion, on rebellion pour, 
And watch conſpiracy's dark, midnight hour; 
From it's proud hope bold v/urpation fling, 
And from the ſtab of Zrea/on fave their ing. 
'Tis their great birth-right with the birth of /aws / 
Their native /berty's parental cauſe! 
It is the ſtream, that flows: to Aingi from them! 
It is the produce of their common ſtem”! 


'Tis the rich gum, that burſts it's o'ercharged rind, 


And flows a healing balſam to mankind 
When the winds roar and riſing waves o'erwhelm, 
Amidſt the ſtorm each hand may catch the helm: 


The tempeſt laid, and happy calm reſtored; - 


Such act, as mutiny, would claim the cord. 
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Alike in Kings, all ſelf-exerted power 
In reaſon ceaſes, the occaſion o'er. 
The crime, which in the firſt would treaſon be, 
In kings would be a ſtretch to tyranny. 


Prerogative of kings it's pow's extends 
Abroad, and there it knows no bounds nor ends 
The people here their king a monarch own, 

And elevate above their rights his throne: 170 
Whence, with more watchful as exalted eye, 
He ſees the farther, as he's lifted high, 

Ranges, like care, the diſtant regions round, 
And traverſes each deep ſuſpected ground; 
Where fraud or art or falſe ambition lies 
And ſtarts ſurpriz d an from it's diſguiſe, 

Then pours purſuit upon the flying foe, 

And from his country wards the hoſtile blow, 
Declares for war, or now bids vict'ry ceaſe, 

And, for his people, bleſs the world with peace. 


This charge,. for numbers found a taſk. too hard, 
Where ſecrecy muſt be the nation's guard, 
The people, conſcious that the ſtrength and fame 
Of Ling and country ſtill exiſt the ſame, 
1 
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Free to their &ings in ſingle right commit; 


As for one only, for Him only fit. 

Silent as ſecret myſteries of old, 

Kings therefore ſeldom will their deeds unfold, 
Which in the dark their magic-working wand. 
Produce, by ſpells at home, in foreign lands: 

As from the lines of wiſdom they might ſtray, 
Their country, ſervants, friends, and ſelves betray. 
Nor, when for peace or war the council's ſword, 

As drawn or ſheath'd, ſends forth the royal word, 
Can they their private motives whole diſcloſe; 


That might abroad the needs of home expoſe: 


Often, tis thus, their blameleſs ſervants find, 
Cenſure inſult them, of their motives blind. 
And yet theſe motives, known, to all the world 
Would be by rumour's giddy whirlwinds hurl'd. 
Whilſt the dry trav'ller drinks the ſtream ſecure, 
Whoſe lucid waters ſpeak their fountain pure; 


Why need he, with a reas'ner's jealous eye, 


Into the deeper ſprings contend to pry; 
Which nature's great prerogative and right 


Has wiſely ſunk conceal'd from human fight? 
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The riſque is virtue: That alone we truſt. 
Virtue prerogative makes always juſt, 


Monarchs their virtue only can inſure: 
The good or ill, their various fates endure, 
To Heav'N is left, the portion to diſpenſe; 
Whoſe higher will controuls all human ſenſe. 
But where great virtues lead in the command, 
Faireſt for high ſucceſs and fame they ſtand. 
Reſt BRITAIN here: Nor let a falſe miſtruſt, 
Which creeps upon your poliſh'd ſwords like ruſt, 
Miſlead the faith you to your monarchs owe; 
Which claim'd by virtue, muſt be GeokGE's due. 


END of the THIRD EPISTLE. 


210 


n 


= 


* 
wy > * 


TY * 2 


2 ., . 2 ” k 
KITE 270 v0 mo ne 9 18 wy Ae Loi 5 
\ 


94 * 3 - 

| _£ jy 4 5 : 4+ - boy I, 1 -D 2 1 EE | 
TY WES : r r . „ 

3 n S | * "x 

ON es) OT? . py IE» EO Oe OR 


= * 
\ 
= 


, 2 N "Fe - « | 2 4 
& PR) A i 1 *. 
+» 22 * — *. 8 #4 
EA 88 oc „ „ 
Pp A of 7 r = 5 
5 * 3 4 F & ; 
\ 2 „ = . ** 


2 " Ha v7 006 201 508 bh 24-30p%1 1 


e Fw nl -t 182 8 


” 


K 
6 6 Vt. 7 N 9 2 - A. 7 . 
8 7 A. Feel 2222 u 92 WES ae 


— 4 3 4 3 „ 
2 0 | : 1 


1 ; 1 D 4 1 
1 ai n Ns 753 35 worn 
n op r 1 . * 

5 7 bn d K 10 rg 82 4 [WEE : # 1 


{ ai u A116 


i 2 
*% * 4 4 * . 


live ag Ma 17 48 


0 ©; * | "$1" A | . r Eo 
NN, is 307 fat beef uin 122228 SW 20 205 
Ps "bereft — 5 1 bar | 2850 ; 794 5 20 WI N 


mg 
wt "OY 3 W547 7 
. 


POE et 55 * 71 128 ü rr 


NH = er K - — N RI 2 p* 1» wer” Bf * 
4 2218 81s oh b i ö agu e en,, 
= = 


- 
= 
— 
— 


£ . s RE - 
_ Wet” df -* 2 2 
F e eee e e LURE 7 
«© = 8 PA Wo, a 2 3+ 38. MEET .Y — * 11 as 55 4 4 2 8 8 
— <4 : 


"$$ Lo 3 | 84 
INE REEL non 4 * r 
\ : ; * | has > =" M 


Fi meek ud e . 


ES e * | a 8 
1 e e 2 A 


- 


& 9 = 


* . —— 2 * 4 * 4 ; \ 
"2+ #% | T- > | ROT DE . | 
> I; _—_— 8 a. p | , > *%s l 7 5 - or ' 
* - = PE * * 7 | þ— Sy 0 7 1 0 N 


Nan T.; — „ . | 
CTIA => Pers EL og 


by G a 4 , 
Fx SY 89 &% 3 * 4 $ #11 
N * 8 7 * I "ev wh, | 1 2 


x - * = F 
w 
ON 
- * . 
— 
* 
„* ö 
> 
— ow 
- 
7 
* 


8 . 
2922 
29 . 
1 F : 
Se : 
* = 
l "ES 
| * 
[od - "I", 
- 
” *. 
* 1 
n 95 


7 F 
3 » The 5 
A G * 3 
5 * 1 * 2 8 
2 2 - \ 
0 * <Y 


\ "4 — k — 
* . A = 4 
*4 -> = * : 
7 *o; 9 3 y * 
J = p 
1 * 2 £1 1 C oY . 
TC - Ai Ks * [4 N 
3 * * 
1 1 2 Y,; x. * * 


